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Discussion and Questions

Planning across Central Frontenac
• Central Frontenac is characterized by a predominantly rural
landscape with scattered settlement areas
• Over 100 lakes and watercourses
• Population of 4,373 permanent residents
• High proportion of seasonal and waterfront development
• 90% tax base is residential
• Limited population growth

What is an Official Plan?
• Guiding policy document that directs when, how, and where a community will grow
and develop
• Describes how the land and water in the Township will be used in the future
• Reflects 20 year vision for the Township
• Required to be regularly updated or a new document prepared under the Planning Act.

Written Policy

Land Use Schedule

An entirely new Official Plan has been drafted for the Township. To view the
current Official Plan and draft proposed, please visit the Township website.

Current Official Plan
• Approved with modifications in January 2008
• Divided into 10 policy sections:
• Introduction
• Basis of the Official Plan
• Growth and Settlement
• Public Services Facilities
• Cultural Heritage and Archaeological Resources
• Economic Development
• Resource Management
• Natural and Human Made Hazards
• Energy, Air Quality and Water Quality
• The Tools of Implementation

Draft Official Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.

Introduction
Basis of the Official Plan
General Development Policies
Community Development – Land
Use Designations
5. Transportation

Planning Framework
in Ontario
Provincial Policy Statement (2014)
Shall Be Consistent With
County of Frontenac Official Plan (2016)
Shall Conform To
Township Official Plan
Shall Conform To
Township Zoning Bylaw
Shall Comply With

2014

Provincial Policy Statement, 2014
• Overarching planning policy document in Ontario
• Decisions affecting planning matters “shall be
consistent” with the Provincial Policy Statement,
2014
• Focuses growth and development within urban and
rural settlement areas while supporting viability of
rural areas
• Rural areas are a system of lands that may include
rural settlement areas, rural lands, prime
agricultural areas, natural heritage features and
areas and other resource areas.

County of Frontenac Official Plan, 2016
• Creates the framework for guiding land use changes
in the County over the next 20 years, to 2034, by:
• Protecting and managing the natural environment
• Directing and influencing growth patterns
• Facilitating the vision of the County as expressed through
its residents

• Decisions affecting planning matters must conform
to the County Official Plan
• Regional studies shape planning policy
• Natural Heritage Study, 2012
• Private Roads (Lanes) Study, 2016
• Communal Servicing Study, 2019

Rural Areas and Agriculture

Central Frontenac – 2016 Census Data
Population
Population Change
2011-2016
Median Age
Number of Private
Occupied Dwellings
Median Household After
Tax Income

4,373
-183
53.4
1,885
$51,730

Population projections indicate population base of County is forecasted to
steadily increase over the next 25 years from 27,900 in 2011 to 32,900 in 2034.
Central Frontenac allocated 16% of the growth or approximately 800 people.

Central Frontenac – Agriculture

Central Frontenac – Farms, 2016 Census Data
81 farms in the Township
of Central Frontenac

1,600 to 2,239 acres
1,120 to 1,599 acres
760 to 1,119 acres
560 to 759 acres
400 to 559 acres
240 to 399 acres
180 to 239 acres
130 to 179 acres
70 to 129 acres
10 to 69 acres
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Central Frontenac – Farms, 2016 Census Data
2006

2016

% Change

Frontenac County

672

538

- 19.9 %

Central Frontenac

121

81

- 33.1 %

Marginal increase in the number of farms producing vegetables.
Increase in the diversity of vegetables being produced by each farm.

What are Rural Areas?
• Rural Area – Means a system of lands within
municipalities that may include rural settlement
areas, rural lands, prime agricultural area, natural
heritage features and areas and resource areas
• Important to leverage rural assets and amenities
and protect the environment as a foundation for a
sustainable economy

Rural Lands in Municipalities
• Permitted use are:
• The management or use of resources;
• Resource-based recreational uses (including recreational
dwellings);
• Limited residential development;
• Home occupations and home industries;
• Cemeteries; and
• Other rural land uses.

• Recreational, tourism and other economic opportunities should
be promoted.
• Development that is compatible with the rural landscape and
can be sustained by rural service levels should be promoted.

Rural Lands – Agriculture
• Opportunities to support a diversified rural economy should be
promoted by protecting agricultural and other resource-related
uses and directing non-related development to areas where it
will minimize constraints on these uses.
• Agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified
uses and normal farm practices should be promoted and
protected in accordance with provincial standards.
• New lands, including the creation of lots, and new or expanding
livestock facilities, shall comply with the minimum distance
separation formulae.

Rural Area – Section 4.2
• Goal to establish policies that will help the Township
deliver a sustainable, living, working rural area that
supports existing and future residents who wish to live
and work in Central Frontenac
• Meant to support and foster farming, commercial
operations and small businesses
• Township supports the ideas of rural sustainability and
lands within the rural area are meant to provide a
variety of opportunities for work and living
• Plan recognizes the economic value of renewable and
non-renewable resources within the Rural Area (e.g.
forestry, mineral aggregates, minerals, agriculture
and water) and the need for stewardship of these
resources

Settlement Areas
• Arden
• Crow Lake
• Mountain Grove
• Parham
• Piccadilly
• Sharbot Lake
• Tichborne
Current Official Plan
designates Elm Tree, Godfrey
and Henderson.

Rural Residential Uses
• Residential: Single-detached,
accessory dwelling units, tiny
houses, live/work structures
• Lot size shall be no less than 2
acres (unless comprehensive
development)
• Adequately services with onsite water and sewage disposal
services
• Limited Serves Zone vs. Rural
zone to recognize access

Rural Commercial and Industrial Uses
• Commercial uses shall include
small-scale uses which cater to
the needs of local residents and
the travelling public
• Class I, II and III Industrial uses
• Influence areas, buffer and
screening requirements
• Adequate lot size and servicing
policies
• Accessory residential uses
permitted
• Subject to site plan control

Rural Recreational and Conservation Uses
• Public and private recreation
uses which are characterized by
large areas of open space and
which do not provide for
permanent or seasonal
residential facilities
• Parks, playgrounds, beaches,
nature trails, the K&P Trail,
conservation areas
• Adequate parking, servicing,
and accessibility

Agriculture and Farming – Section 4.12
• Policy of Council to promote normal farm practices and to
protect the right to farm
• No prime agricultural areas as defined in the Provincial
Policy Statement within Central Frontenac, intent of the
Plan is to permit agricultural uses in the Rural Area as well
• Agricultural Uses: Means the growing of crops, including
nursery, biomass, and horticultural crops; raising of
livestock; raising of other animals for food, fur or fibre,
including poultry and fish; aquaculture; apiaries; agroforestry, maple syrup production
• Agriculture-related uses: Means those farm-related
commercial and farm-related industrial uses that are
directly related to farm operations in the area, support
agriculture, benefit from being in close proximity to farm
operations, provide products/services to farm operations

Farm Related Uses and Accommodation
• Farm-Related Uses
• Township supports the development of uses that highlight
the importance and value of farming
• Uses such as farm machinery and equipment exhibitions,
petting zoos, hay rides, small-scale educational or
training establishments that focus on farming instruction
shall be permitted

• Farm Accommodation
• Accessory accommodations such as cabins may be
permitted subject to maximum building size and number
as set out in the Zoning Bylaw
• Operation shall not have adverse effect on the enjoyment
and privacy of neighbouring properties
• Adequate parking and services required
• Character of the farm house as a private residence is
maintained
• May be subject to site plan control

Mineral Aggregates and Mining
• Importance of mineral aggregates (sand and gravel)
and minerals and their protection for long-term use
is recognized
• Mineral Aggregate
• Pits and quarries as well as associated facilities (e.g.
crushing facilities, concrete plants, transfer stations)
• Wayside pits and quarries permitted and not required to be
designation

• Mineral Resources
• Open pit and underground mining operations and
associated facilities such as milling operations

Mineral Aggregates and Mining
• General Policies
• All pits and quarry operations shall be licensed by the
Ministry under the Aggregate Resources Act
• Access shall be encouraged along Highway 7 or in
proximity to Township arterial roads
• Required to undertake progressive rehabilitation to
accommodate subsequent land uses
• Existing sensitive land uses shall be protected from the
establishment of new operations unless demonstrated

Natural Heritage – Section 4.10
• Endangered and Threatened Species

• No development or site alteration shall be permitted
within the significant habitat of endangered or threatened
species unless is has been demonstrated no negative
impacts

• Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest

• Areas of land and water that contain natural landscapes
or features that have been identified has having life
science or earth science values
• County Official Plan provides protection to regional and
provincial ANSIs

• Algonquin to Adirondacks Park Corridor

• To connect and improve habitat within the region that
extends from Algonquin Park to Adirondacks State Park in
New York

Natural Features and Crown Land

Percentage of Township Crown
Land

Percentage of Township
Lakes

Percentage of Township
Wetlands

Crown Land
• Recognized that Council does not have any jurisdiction to enforce Plan as it relates to Crown
Land, however it is expected that Council and Provincial Ministries will work cooperatively in
achieving the objectives and spirits of this Plan with respect to development applications and
impacts on municipal infrastructure
• Council is cognizant of many resource attributes on Crown Land within the Township and
wishes to ensure a balanced approach to resource management to ensure that resource
development is optimized for the economic health of the area while taking into consideration
ecological functions of wildlife and fish habitat
• Council anticipates that consultation with respect to the use of Crown Lands will include First
Nation Communities, in particular the Algonquins of Ontario

Crown Land
• Intent of Council to
minimize or avoid land use
conflicts in resource
development since interagency cooperation is
essential to maximizing the
potential of natural
resources within the
Township
Crown Land shown in purple.

Transportation – Section 5
• Transportation infrastructure is made up of Highway
7, Township roads, private lanes, resource access
roads and an extensive trail network including
snowmobile routes and the K&P Trail and TayHavelock Trail
• Highway 7 – Long-term plans to widen the highway
(see Special Policy Area – Destination Sharbot Lake)
• Frontenac Regional Road System – Proposed to
contain parts of Road 38 and Road 509
• Township Roads – Varying classification and
maintenance
• Private Roads – Not Township maintained, often
right-of-way. New development policies

Active Transportation
• As new development expands within settlement
areas, active transportation infrastructure should
be incorporated into the design
• All road construction projects must consider pave
shoulders, sidewalks and active transportation
infrastructure
• Primary Trails – Form the basis for the County-wide
trail system. Minimum width of 3.0 meters and
maintained for active transportation
• Spine Network – Establish and reinforce a
connected network along existing and future trails
that connects communities within the Township and
beyond

Servicing Considerations

Servicing – PPS, 2014
• 1.6.6.2 Municipal sewage services and municipal water services are the preferred form of servicing for
settlement areas.
• 1.6.6.3 Where municipal sewage services and municipal water services are not provided, municipalities
may allow the use of private communal sewage services and private communal water services.
• 1.6.6.4 Where municipal sewage services and municipal water services or private communal sewage
services and private communal water services are not provided, individual on-site sewage services and
individual on-site water services may be used provided that site conditions are suitable for the longterm provision of such services with no negative impacts

Communal Servicing
• No municipal water or sewer services
• Historical settlement areas - building lots in
village cores are undersized
• Significant public infrastructure investment
required for municipal services
• Majority of commercial assessment located in
the settlement area
• Development proposals for undersized lots
become challenging
• Potential for contamination with historic wells
and septic systems in close proximity

Communal Servicing
•
•
•
•
•
•

More compact and walkable communities
Provisions for smaller lots
Strengthen the local economy
Phased approach
Infill to settlement areas
Better environmental protection and public health
than private on-site services
• Fewer malfunctions, longer life
• Regular maintenance – measure performance,
monitor impact, fix problems early

Fieldstone Development in Mono, ON

Food
Vehicles

• Permitted in Settlement Area designation and along arterial roads and provincial
highways within the Rural Area and Waterfront Area.
• Permitted on Township property with the appropriate approvals.
• Zoning by-law shall establish regulations to control land use and locations where
food vehicles can be permitted and provisions for their placement.
• The Township shall consider adopting a Licensing By-law that will be responsible
for regulating the location of food vehicles
• Council may consider the use of site plan control to illustrate requirements for
parking, signage, garbage bins, and other site activities

Hobby
Farms

• Seeking opinions on where hobby farms and backyard chickens may be permitted
within the Township.
• Adequate lot size and buffering requirements?
• Backyard chickens with limitations on numbers and no roosters permitted

Site Plan
Control

• Form of development control under the Planning Act that deals with the
review of the detailed design of a property to ensure that Township,
County and other agency standards and requirements are met
• Site plan agreement registered on title
• Formal application submission and approval by Council
• Measures – Septic system, well, site drainage, house, access corridor,
turning radius, garbage facilities

More Information!

To review the draft and the current
Official Plan, check out the Township
website.
If you have questions or would like to
set up a meeting with planning staff,
let us know!
https://www.centralfrontenac.com/en/business/planning.aspx

Get Involved – Future Consultation!

Check out Central Frontenac Township’s website for more
information and to add yourself to the notification list.

Visioning Exercise
How do you envision Central Frontenac developing and growing
over the next 20 years?
Guided discussion and visioning exercise based on Rural Area
and Agriculture presentation.

Opportunities for questions for site specific concerns following
the discussion.
Please keep comments respectful!

Questions – Rural Area
What type of uses would you like to see permitted within the
Rural Area?

How can these new uses and businesses be attracted to the
Township? Any suggestions?

Questions – Agriculture and Farming
The Agriculture and Farming section sets out key policy for
protecting agriculture practices and supporting farm
practices.
How else can the Official Plan support agriculture?
What are your thoughts on the farm accommodation
policies? Is this something that you think could work for your
property?

Questions – Food Vehicles, Hobby Farms, Servicing
The current draft permits food vehicles in the Rural Area with
licensing provisions. What are your thoughts?
Where could backyard chickens be located?

Communal servicing has the potential to support new
development patterns in the community and drive business and
residential development. Where do you envision a communal
system going? How can this benefit the community?

Thank You!

Megan Rueckwald
Manager of Community Planning
mrueckwald@frontenaccounty.ca
613-548-9400 ext. 351

